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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Jazz dance has always been my obsession. There is nothing else. I 
have never looked in another direction, never pivoted. Everything has 
been building toward this. Melbourne Dance Centre and its success in 
the past 18 months was all built for this. The new MDC Theatre, built 
for ease of production and most importantly to stage dance in a 
purpose built theatre with sprung flooring, was built for this. 
The Colour Of Night is about mood and style. It is the culmination of 
everything that Alfie Scalia and I have been working toward for a long 
time now. And it feels right. It is everything we believe Jazz to be, in all 
its versatility and broad appeal. This is more than a passion project, 
this is our life.
We have the dream cast, I can not believe the cast that we have. And 
it feels like we have all just been drawn together for this production.  
Anyone who knows me can vouch for my pragmatism, but this just 
feels like fate.
Being a Jazz dance theatre company there is a great deal of 
importance on the music that is chosen.  The music is used to help get 
across mood or emotion as well as to inform the style of choreography 
used in the piece.  In jazz dance the music and the choreography are 
tied very closely to each other. We also don’t use a lot of symbolism 
instead the choreography is 
like a script that the dancer 
will act out in a physical 
language that is very 

human and universal and easy to understand.  
When we set out to make a new show we really want to create a 
performance that will entertain and make an audience feel good. 
That is our main aim, basically it’s escapism. We do have a more 
mature, “adult” skew to the work we create, but it always has a 
cheeky and wicked sense of fun and it’s upbeat.
Jazz dance is a style that moves with the popular music of any 
given time period, so over the years, jazz dance has been 
influenced by so many genres of dance; Latin, Hip Hop, Rock and 
a multitude of other styles. It is very eclectic and we try to 
represent that in our work.
By creating individual sections that focus on creating mood and 
emotion we seek to have the audience connect and relate to their 
own views and experiences and really just be able to enjoy a 
performance that is about entertainment.
I have never been more excited for anything. We will be laying our 
hearts and souls bare in this production and nailing them to the 
dance floor. And we will be doing it with a wink and a smile, 
because this is Ignite The Dark!
- Daniel Ryan, Director

Choreography by Alfie Scalia & Daniel Ryan



ACT 1 
1Get Ready 😎  

You Know What 

In My Dark Times 

My Honeymoon 

Off To The Race 

2.19 

Boom Boom 

Woman 

Funkier Than a Mosquito’s TweEter 

ACT 2 
I AM I.D 

WHO WILL YOU BE IN ANOTHER LIFE 

THE TRUE DARK 

I AM HARLEQUIN 

You Are My Sunshine 

Near Light
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THE CAST



What is Jazz?
Jazz is an expression of thought and feeling. 

Jazz can be slow and melancholy, or as quick, light and sharp as a dagger. 
Jazz is simply what the artist feels at any given moment in time. 

Jazz is spice, sex, indescribable, free, stylised, soulful, passionate 
Jazz means to add style, individuality, soul, or passion to something. 

Jazz is a synonym for "good" or "awesome."
Jazz is to inject liveliness or spunk into something.

Jazz separates free thinking, clever, mentally alive people from those who are bound down by a lack 
of creativity in their heart and minds.

Jazz is the way in which free thinkers express themselves musically.
Jazz is for people to feel what dance can be, feel good entertainment rebelling against austere, 

strictured dance stylings/genres. 
Jazz stirs both thoughts and emotions and can be fun

You can not mistake anything else for Jazz
Jazz is the adjective for cool

The goal of Jazz is for each dancer to dance and express individually, as Jazz means to dance freely
Jazz is what it is to look sharp

Some things can't be expressed in words…Jazz
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A MASSIVE THANK YOU
To the following people, we can not express in words the amount of gratitude we have for your help 

and support. Without you none of this could have been possible:
Patrick Cook

Mick & Sue Ryan
Carmen Scalia
Manni Carrella
Mark Cippolone

Laura Brown
Tori Levet

Jen Simkus
Lino Scrocca

Nancy Waqairatu 
Peni Waqairatu

Fiona Figliomeni
Harry Hillcoat

Adrian Bell
Adrian Close

To all our amazing cast, with all our hearts, we thank you.


